
AMPHIBIANS Tot School Reading List 
 
Amphibians 
 
Too Many Frogs by Sandy Asher and Keith Graves 
From the Author: Rabbit lives alone. He cooks for himself, cleans up for himself, and at the end of 
the day, reads himself a story. It's a simple life, and he likes it. But one evening, Froggie shows up at 
his door. He wants to listen to Rabbit's story, too. While eating a snack-or three. While lounging on a 
pillow-or ten. And bringing over his family-dozens and dozens of frogs! Rabbit has finally had 
enough; Froggie will have to go! But when he sits down alone to read himself a story, Rabbit realizes 
something is missing: someone to listen; someone to share a wonderful story. 
 
I am a Frog: A Book About Frogs for Kids by Rebecca McDonald and James McDonald 
From the Author: Frogs don’t start out as the hopping, green creatures that we might see sitting on 
a lily pad or under a leaf. They go through an amazing change. I Am a Frog introduces kids to basic 
biological concepts about this incredible amphibian.Big, vibrant illustrations capture the attention of 
children ages 3-7. Large print and easy to follow words make this a great book for parents 
introducing kids to science, as well as for teachers reading to a preschool or elementary school 
classroom. 
 
The Salamander Room by Anne Mazer 
From the Author: A boy finds a salamander in the woods and imagines the many things he can do 
to turn his room into a perfect salamander home. Together, Anne Mazer and Steve Johnson have 
created a woodland paradise that any salamander would love to share with a child. 
 
There’s a Hole in the Log on the Bottom of the Lake by Loren Long 
From the Author: There's a log on the bottom of the lake 
There's a log on the bottom of the lake 
There's a log? 
There's a log! 
There's a log on the bottom of the lake. 
 
But it turns out there's a whole lot more than just a log on the bottom of this lake! 
 
A cumulative text featuring repetition and tongue-twisters combine with gorgeous illustrations from 
New York Times bestselling illustrator Loren Long for a book kids will clamor for at storytime. 
Endpapers include sheet music and lyrics for kids and parents to have their own singalong! 
 
A Hippy Hoppy Toad by Peggy Archer 
From the Author: From the illustrator of the award-winning Sophie's Squash comes a rollicking 
read-aloud featuring a very tiny toad who gets displaced as animals--and humans--brush past him 
on the road. 
 
In the middle of a puddle 



in the middle of a road 
on a teeter-totter twig 
sat a teeny-tiny toad.  
Snap! went the twig!  
Up went the toad!  
And he landed on a tree  
by the side of the road. 
 
It's hard to be a tiny toad minding your own business on a twig. First a bird pecks at him. . . . Then a 
bee buzzes. . . . Then a dog barks . . . and so on. And each time the toad is surprised by a buzz or a 
woof (or the toe of a sneaker!), he hops to a new location farther down the road. With fun sounds, 
clever rhymes, and an irresistible rhythm, this is the perfect story for sharing one-on-one or in a 
group. 
 
The Race of Toad and Deer by Pat Mora and Domi 
From the Author: In this second book by the Latina pair, Pat Mora has created a poetic adaptation 
of the Maya version of the much-loved fable of the tortoise and the hare. The arrogant deer who 
boasts of his strength and speed is finally challenged to a race by the wily toad. While all the 
wondrous animals of the jungle - jaguar, tapir, armadillo and toucan - gathered around to watch, the 
toad makes a plan. He may not be as large as Venado, but he is very clever and has many friends to 
help him.  
 
In the end, Sapo defeats the deer, proving the value of brain over brawn. This version of the story 
was passed down by Don Fernado Tesucun, a Maya-Itzaj man who worked on the excavations of 
the ruins of Tikal.  
 
The rich and beautiful collaboration between Pat Mora and Domi perfectly exemplifies the value of 
artists' retelling of stories from their own cultures. 


